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WHAT'S
HAPPENING

ORCAS ISLAND

FRIDAY, NOV. 4

Islands Women’s Summit:
Weekend, $85. Workshops and
activities, | - 4 p.m. Hosted recep-
tion and registration, 6 p.m. Island
Women Entertain, 7:30 -10 p.m.
Program, $10. Discovery House,
Rosario Resort & Spa. Details, www.
theislandswomenssummit.com. 360-
317-8220

Photography: By nationally known
photographer Michael Skott, plus
other island photographers. Madrona
Room, Orcas Center. Reception hon-
oring participating artists, 5:30 p.m.

“Little Shop of Horrors”: Orcas
Center, 7:30 p.m. Tickets are $15 for
students, $13 for members, $16 for
non-members. Call the box office,
376-ACTI.

Woodsong Concerts: Katy Bows-
er, Kenny Hutson and Julie Lee, The
Living Room, 7:30 p.m. Tickets $8 at
door.

War of the Worlds: Script from
1938 radio broadcast. 7:30 p.m.
Orcas Grange. Tickets $5. For infor-
mation call 376-5643.

SATURDAY, NOV. 5

Islands Women’s Summit:
Hosted Continental Breakfast, 7:30
- 9 a.m. Workshops, Luncheon with
Keynote address by Iris Cady, 9 a.m.
- 5 p.m. Marlene Dickey and Island
Women Storytellers, 8 - 10 p.m.,
Moran Lounge. Come for the day,
$65. Details,

AARP Driver Safety Class: Orcas
Senior Center, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. To sign
up, call 376-2677.

“Little Shop of Horrors”: Orcas
Center, 2 p.m. Tickets are $8. Call
the box office, 376-ACTI.

“Little Shop of Horrors”: Orcas
Center, 7:30 p.m. Tickets are $15 for

Making Shakespeare fun for kids

VLopez's young
actors keep coming
back again and
again

By TED GROSSMAN
Editor

“Look at these kids,” beamed Susan
Wilson, while she and director Richard
Carter helped prepare more than 40
Lopez Island youngsters who will be per-
forming in two Shakespeare plays later
this month.

“It's a gigantic task,” Wilson admit-
ted, regarding preparations for “As You
Like It” and “Twelfth Night.” Each will
be presented Nov. 9, 10, 11 and 12 at
Lopez Center. But the kids” enthusiasm,
together with the incredibly large amount
of support she and Carter receive from
local parents and friends, make the effort
apleasure, not a burden. Or, as Wilson put
it, “It’s heart work for me.”

But it’s not all fun and games. The
directors make the kids work hard,
and with good results. The kids have
improved so much, Carter said, confident
that audience members will be in for two
special treats. “They’re extraordinary
young actors,” he said.

Yet the purpose of performing Shake-
speare isn't merely to put on a good show.
Just as important is to help the children
develop skills that will last them a lifetime,
regardless of their future endeavors. Not
only are they developing acting and listen-
ing skills, they are also learning the impor-
tance of teamwork and expanding their
friendship circles while having fun.

Emma Ewert, a high school junior who
has been in the program since its incep-
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Elena Bakker, Nate Drahn and Erin Wilbur arve pictured in costume during a rehearsal last week.

tion in 1999, offered another reason why
she continues to participate every year, “It
has helped me feel more self-confident,”
she said with a big smile, then was quick
to add, “I love acting.”

Seventh grader Elena Bakker, who has
also been in the local Shakespeare plays
for seven consecutive years, credit Carter
and Wilson for the program’s continued
success. “They do a good job of making
everybody happy,” she said.

But the youngsters also are thrilled
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From left arve Cydney McFarland, Brooke Schober, Matthew Haber and Emmett

Lawrence.

to get to perform in a Shakespeare play
every year, and the veterans are no longer
intimidated by the prospect of having to
speak the lines that were written by the
Bard. “It was scary the first time,” Elena
admitted, “but now it’s fun, and you learn
a whole new language.”

No wonder the kids keep prodding the
directors to continue directing a show
year after year. “During the spring and
summer months, the kids start coming
up to me to find out when play rehearsals
will begin,” Wilson said.

Emma Ewert and Elena Bakker aren’t
the only children who have been in the
program since its inception. In fact, few
kids leave prior to graduation form high
school. No wonder the number of actors
continues to grow every year.

The program has also become a formal
company, and its performances will be
preceded by a benefit preview concert
intended to deepen playgoers’ enjoyment
and understanding of the plays, and pro-
vide funding for what is now formally
known as the Community Shakespeare
Company (CSC).

The concert will take place Saturday,
Nov. 5, at 7 p.m., also at Lopez Center.

According to violinist and teacher Celia
Rosenberger, Shakespeare made fre-
quent reference in his plays to the popular
music of his time, which was as familiar
to his audiences as the Beatles are to us.

“He could quote one line of a song, and
everyone would know the whole story,”
Rosenberger said.

Rosenberger will direct the Lopez
Community Orchestra, most of whose
members are her young and adult stu-
dents. Sharing the stage will be profes-
sional musicians Sand Dalton, Margret
Gries, Peter Gries, and Jim Rich. Young
actors from the Community Shakespeare
Company will recite favorite Shakespeare
monologues during the concert

Admission to the concert is $10 for
adults, $5 for adults ages 12 to 18, and
free for those under 12. The event is not
appropriate for small children.

As for the plays, “As You Like It” will be
performed Nov. 9 - 12 at 4:30 p.m., while
“Twelfth Night” will take place the same
four days at 7:30 p.m. Tickets will be
available at the door.

“It was scary the
first time, but now
it’s fun, and you
learn a whole new

language.”
ELENA BAKKER




