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ORCAS ISLAND

FRIDAY, NOV. 4

Islands Women’s Summit:  
Weekend, $85. Workshops and 
activities, 1 - 4 p.m. Hosted recep-
tion and registration, 6 p.m. Island 
Women Entertain, 7:30 -10 p.m. 
Program, $10. Discovery House, 
Rosario Resort & Spa. Details, www.
theislandswomenssummit.com. 360-
317-8220

Photography: By nationally known 
photographer Michael Skott, plus 
other  island photographers. Madrona  
Room, Orcas Center. Reception hon-
oring  participating artists, 5:30 p.m.

“Little Shop of Horrors”: Orcas 
Center, 7:30 p.m. Tickets are $15 for 
students, $13 for members, $16 for 
non-members. Call the box office, 
376-ACT1.

Woodsong Concerts: Katy Bows-
er, Kenny Hutson and Julie Lee, The 
Living Room, 7:30 p.m. Tickets $8 at 
door.

War of the Worlds: Script from 
1938 radio broadcast. 7:30 p.m. 
Orcas Grange. Tickets $5. For infor-
mation call 376-5643. 

SATURDAY, NOV. 5

Islands Women’s Summit: 
Hosted Continental Breakfast, 7:30 
- 9 a.m. Workshops, Luncheon with 
Keynote address by Iris Cady, 9 a.m. 
- 5 p.m. Marlene Dickey and Island 
Women Storytellers, 8 - 10 p.m., 
Moran Lounge. Come for the day, 
$65. Details,

AARP Driver Safety Class: Orcas 
Senior Center, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. To sign 
up, call 376-2677.

“Little Shop of Horrors”: Orcas 
Center, 2 p.m. Tickets are $8. Call 
the box office, 376-ACT1.

“Little Shop of Horrors”: Orcas 
Center, 7:30 p.m. Tickets are $15 for 
students, $13 for members, $16 for 
non-members. Call the box office, 
376-ACT1.

War of the Worlds: Script from 
1938 radio broadcast. 7:30 p.m. 
Orcas Grange. Tickets $5. For infor-
mation call 376-5643.  

Speak Out: 7 p.m., The Living 
Room. Free. Call John (Prabhupad) 
Robertson, 376-7376; Samara Shaw, 
376-6771. Safe, supportive, non-judg-
mental forum for young people to 
speak out, give voice to their truth, 
as they see and feel it and be heard 
without criticism or censorship.

TUESDAY, NOV. 8

Being the Parent You Want to 
Be: Infant Massage, therapist China 
Meadows, 11 a.m. - 12:30 p.m., 
Children’s House Infant and Toddler 
Center. Call Laurie Gallo, 376-4744, 
or Mandy Troxel, 376-3914.

LOPEZ ISLAND

SATURDAY, NOV. 5

Benefit Concert for Community 
Shakespeare Company:  7 p.m., 
Lopez Center. Tickets $10 for adults, 
$5 for youngsters 12-18, free to 
those under 12.

MONDAY, NOV. 7

Flu Vaccine Clinic: Woodman Hall, 
8 a.m. - 2 p.m. Call 378-4474.

WEDNESDAY, NOV. 9

Community Shakespeare Com-
pany Performances: “As You Like 
It,” 4:30 p.m.; “Twelfth Night,” 7:30 
p.m. Tickets $7 at the door. Lopez 
Center. 

Making Shakespeare fun for kids
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Elena Bakker, Nate Drahn and Erin Wilbur are pictured in costume during a rehearsal last week.

▼Lopez’s young 
actors keep coming 
back again and 
again
By TED GROSSMAN
Editor

“Look at these kids,” beamed Susan 
Wilson, while she and director Richard 
Carter helped prepare more than 40 
Lopez Island youngsters who will be per-
forming in two Shakespeare plays later 
this month. 

“It’s a gigantic task,” Wilson  admit-
ted, regarding preparations for “As You 
Like It” and “Twelfth Night.” Each will 
be presented Nov. 9, 10, 11 and 12 at 
Lopez Center. But the kids’ enthusiasm, 
together with the incredibly large amount 
of support she and Carter receive from 
local parents and friends, make the effort 
a pleasure, not a burden. Or, as Wilson put 
it, “It’s heart work for me.”

But it’s not all fun and games. The 
directors make the kids work hard, 
and with good results. The kids have 
improved so much, Carter said, confident 
that audience members will be in for two 
special treats. “They’re extraordinary 
young actors,” he said.

Yet the purpose of performing Shake-
speare isn’t merely to put on a good show. 
Just as important is to help the children 
develop skills that will last them a  lifetime, 
regardless of their future endeavors. Not 
only are they developing acting and listen-
ing skills, they are also learning the impor-
tance of teamwork and expanding their 
friendship circles while having fun. 

Emma Ewert, a high school junior who 
has been in the program since its incep-
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From left are Cydney McFarland, Brooke Schober, Matthew Haber and Emmett 
Lawrence.

tion in 1999, offered another reason why 
she continues to participate every year, “It 
has helped me feel more self-confident,” 
she said with a big smile, then was quick 
to add, “I love acting.”

Seventh grader Elena Bakker, who has 
also been in the local Shakespeare plays 
for seven consecutive years, credit Carter 
and Wilson for the program’s continued 
success. “They do a good job of making 
everybody happy,” she said. 

But the youngsters also are thrilled 

to get to perform in a Shakespeare play 
every year, and the veterans are no longer 
intimidated by the prospect of having to 
speak the lines that were written by the 
Bard. “It was scary the first time,” Elena  
admitted, “but now it’s fun, and you learn 
a whole new language.” 

No wonder the kids keep prodding the 
directors to continue directing a show 
year after year. “During the spring and 
summer months, the kids start coming 
up to me to find out when play rehearsals 
will begin,” Wilson said.

Emma Ewert and Elena Bakker aren’t 
the only children who have been in the 
program since its inception. In fact, few 
kids leave prior to graduation form high 
school. No wonder the number of actors 
continues to grow every year.

The program has also become a formal 
company, and its performances will be 
preceded by a benefit preview concert 
intended to deepen playgoers’ enjoyment 
and understanding of the plays, and pro-
vide funding for what is now formally 
known as the Community Shakespeare 
Company (CSC). 

The concert will take place Saturday, 
Nov. 5, at 7 p.m., also at Lopez Center. 

According to violinist and teacher Celia 
Rosenberger, Shakespeare made fre-
quent reference in his plays to the popular 
music of his time, which was as familiar 
to his audiences as the Beatles are to us. 

“He could quote one line of a song, and 
everyone would know the whole story,” 
Rosenberger said.

Rosenberger will direct the Lopez 
Community Orchestra, most of whose 
members are her young and adult stu-
dents. Sharing the stage will be profes-
sional musicians Sand Dalton, Margret 
Gries, Peter Gries, and Jim Rich. Young 
actors from the Community Shakespeare 
Company will recite favorite Shakespeare 
monologues during the concert

Admission to the concert is $10 for 
adults, $5 for adults ages 12 to 18, and 
free for those under 12. The event is not 
appropriate for small children.

As for the plays, “As You Like It” will be 
performed Nov. 9 - 12 at 4:30 p.m., while 
“Twelfth Night” will take place the same 
four days at 7:30 p.m.  Tickets will be 
available at the door.

“It was scary the 
first time, but now 
it’s fun, and you 
learn a whole new 
language.” 

ELENA BAKKER

Orcas family creates a Gingerbread Girl
By TED GROSSMAN
Editor

We’ve all heard of the Gingerbread 
Man and the Gingerbread Boy.

Well, say hello to the Gingerbread 
Girl.

She’a a creation of three women, a mom 
and her two daughters, all with roots on 
Orcas Island.

The mom is Linda Keenan-Wester-
man, office manager at Windermere Real 
Estate Orcas Island, who now goes by 
her maiden name, Linda Nilsen. Her two 
daughters, both of them adults, are Lisa 
Eve Knight and Deana Lyle. Many island-
ers will remember Lisa, who starred as 
Laurie in the Orcas Center musical “Okla-
homa,” which was performed here about 
a decade ago. Lisa now lives in Seattle, 
while Deana resides in Vancouver, Wash.

The idea of a Gingerbread Girl chil-
dren’s book emerged a year ago during a 
family visit. Deana, an elementary school 
teacher, was reading to her own daughter 
a book that prompted the little girl to act 
out the story by twirling around. It was 
those actions, Linda said, that triggered 

a conversation in which Linda and her 
two daughters decided to draw on their 
respective talents to write the book. 

Linda, an accomplished painter and 
sculptor, would do the illustrations.  Lisa, 
a song writer and vocalist, would put the 
words into rhyme, while Deana would 
weave a teaching theme into the book.

But why gingerbread? It has always 
been a popular item in the family home. 
Linda and her daughters made ginger-
bread houses and gingerbread cookies 
during the Christmas season, and they 
read stories to each other about the Gin-
gerbread Man and the Gingerbread Boy. 
As they searched for topics, one said, 
“Why not a Gin-
gerbread Girl?” 
Linda recalled.

From that 
moment, the trio 
dot down to work. 
During last win-
ter’s snow storm, 
Linda created 
the illustrations 
while sitting in 
front of the fire 

place at her Orcas Island home. And as 
everybody’s work progressed, the three 
women were on the phone practically 
every day bouncing ideas off each other.

The book, “The Gingerbread Girl: 
Adventure one,” was published by the 
three women’s publishing company, 
“Friends to the End.” It is now on sale 
on Orcas Island at Darvill’s Book Store, 
Leapin’ Lizards and The Cottage Gift 
Shop. There will be book signings at 
Darvill’s Saturday, Nov. 12, from 1 to 
2:30 p.m., and at the Orcas Island Library 
Thursday, Nov. 17, from 5 to 7 p.m.  The 
book signings are intended to coincide 
with National Children’s Book Week.

The three women 
are also working hard 
to get “The Ginger-
bread Girl” in area 
book stores. To date, 
they have gotten 
commitments from 
Scott’s Book Store, in 
Mount Vernon, and 
Village Book Store, 
in Fairhaven/Belling-
ham. 

“Why not a 
Gingerbread Girl?”

LINDA NILSEN

They also see the book as merely the 
first of a series of eight adventures for the 
Gingerbread Girl that will be published 
over the next several years. Two will be 
released in 2006.  
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Linda Nilsen spent the past week 
acquainting area book store manag-
ers with “The Gingerbread Girl.”

Nothing horrible in “Little Shop of Horrors”
▼ Review
By TED GROSSMAN
Editor

Director  Deborah Sparks got it right 
when she said that the cast in “Little 
Shop of Horrors” is special.  But Sparks 
only told a small part of the story. She 
also should have said that the musicians 
are special, the costumes are special, the 
sets are special and, perhaps most of all, 
the man-eating, blood thirsty plants are 
special. 

We probably shouldn’t say too much 
about the plants. When The Sounder 
asked  about taking a picture of them 

prior to opening night, we were told in 
no uncertain terms, “No, want them to 
be a surprise.” We’ll honor that request, 
but can’t resist telling you that they were 
created by local artist and cast member 
David Densmore. Bob Magnuson manip-
ulates the puppets’ movements, while 
Dave Page serves as the plants’ voice.

“Little Shop of Horrors” is being pre-
sented to coincide with Halloween. But 
the show isn’t scary at all. Rather, this is a 
comic spoof, or farce, with the characters 
all stereotypes. They include Seymour, 
the nerdy plant creator who becomes 
a star; Audrey, the dumb blonde; Orin 
Scrivello, the sadistic dentist; Mr. Mush-
nik, the plant shop owner in New York’s 

Skid Row; Patrick Martin, the sleazy 
promoter; and Chiffon, Crystal, and Ron-
nette, the three urchins.

The play was quite a challenge for the 
cast members, all of whom have to act, 
sing and dance. This was new territory 
for many of the performers, even those 
who are veterans of the Orcas Center 
shows. Credit musical director Martin 
Lund and choreographer Noah Racey 
with helping the local actors perform at 
such a high level.

Put all these ingredients together, and 
you have a winner, and  a wonderful treat 
for audience members who need to put 
their troubles behind them and spend 
an evening laughing and clapping. And 

when the show ends, don’t be surprised 
if you find yourself jumping to your feet 
and giving everybody associated with 
this show a standing ovation. That’s what 
audiences did last weekend.

There are five more opportunities to 
see “Little Shop of Horrors”: four in the 
evening and one in the afternoon. The 
evening shows are Fridays and Satur-
days, Nov. 4-5 and 11-12, at 7:30 p.m. The 
matinee is Saturday, Nov. 5, at 2 p.m.

Tickets for the evening shows are $8 
for students, $13 for Orcas Center mem-
bers and $16 for non-members. All tickets 
for the matinee are $8.

To purchase tickets call the Orcas Cen-
ter box office, 376-ACT1. 


